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Journal of Black Opera and Music Theatre 

Volume 1 

The Black Opera Research Network is thrilled to announce 

that the first issue of our new journal will be released in 
September. The theme of this issue is decoloniality and opera. 
Under the leadership of editor-in-chief and Working Team 

member Lena van der Hoven, the publication features several 
interviews, a round table, and articles about different ways 

that concepts of decoloniality, colonization, and Black opera 
are entangled. The articles analyze operas composed and 

produced in Africa and Europe. When released, the journal 
will be posted here. 

Watch this space! BORN will soon release a call for papers with 
a new theme for the next volume. 

 Upcoming Events 

1 September 2025 

Chuma Sijeqa, Ronald Samm, 
and Willard White are part of the 
cast for a semi-staged 
performance of Lady Macbeth 
of the Mtsensk District with the 
English National Opera as part of 
the Proms Festival. See here for 
more information. 

5–27 September 2025 

J’Nai Bridges (Maddalena)and 
Olivier Zerouali (Marullo) will sing 
in the San Francisco Opera’s 
production of Rigoletto. See here 
for more information. 

16–23 September 2025 

Pretty Yende will sing in a 
production of Les pêcheurs de 
perles by Georges Bizet at the 
Teatro Maggio Musicale 
Fiorentino. See here for more. 

19–28 September 2025 

Lindsey Reynolds (La Contessa di 
Foleville) and Brandon Bell 
(Antonio) will sing in Opera 
Philadelphia’s production of Il 
viaggio a Reims by Rossini 

https://bop.unibe.ch/index.php/J-Bom/issue/current
https://www.bbc.co.uk/events/ec5fbp
https://www.sfopera.com/operas/rigoletto/?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=10380523812&gbraid=0AAAAADwG4sXdgmG3CJ9vuMggQA0YocR8w&gclid=CjwKCAjwk7DFBhBAEiwAeYbJse-BeMkqucWaa9uyZsBuBotscqhf8Mql6dAloPiemdQhmYVxPsC4SBoCgi4QAvD_BwE
https://www.maggiofiorentino.com/events/les-pecheurs-de-perles
https://www.operaphila.org/whats-on/2526-season/il-viaggio-a-reims/
https://www.operaphila.org/whats-on/2526-season/il-viaggio-a-reims/
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  Announcements 

Damien Geter, composer of Loving v. Virginia, has been named 

Music Director of Portland Opera. 

Trilogy: An Opera Company performed Robeson, an opera about 

the singer/activist Paul Robeson by Adolphus Hailstork and 

Shauneille Perry on 1 August 2025. Kevin Maynor, also the founder of 

Trilogy, played the title character. See here for a recording of the 

company’s 2013 performance of the work. 

Ryan Speedo Green (Wotan), Jamez McCorkle (Siegmund), 

Soloman Howard (Hundig), and Jasmin Ward (Gerhilde) sang in the 

Santa Fe Opera’s production of Die Walküre. 

South African soprano, Pretty Yende recently released her second 

solo album called Pretty Yende Dreams.  

Community Highlights 

Working Team member Mia Pistorius’s book Postcolonial Opera: 
William Kentridge and the Unbounded Work of Art has just been 
published by Oxford University Press. Learn more about it here. 

Working Team member Joshua David 
won the TOSCA-Cambridge Opera 
Journal Award for the best paper 
presented by a junior scholar at the 
TOSC@Cambridge 2025 conference 
this summer for a presentation titled 
“‘Pavarotti Resurrects’: The Operatic 
Voice in Nigeria.”   

Affiliate Antonio Cuyler’s book 
Achieving Creative Joustice in the US 
Creative Sector was published this 
summer by Routledge. It is available 
as an open access publication here.  

Affiliate Nicholas Newton will make his 
premiere with the Metropolitan 
Opera Company playing Alesso in La 
Sonnamubla in 6 October–1 
November 2025. See here for more 

information. 

Upcoming Events 

11–26 October 2025 

The Chicago Lyric Opera’s 
production of Medea will 
feature Zoie Reams as Neris 
and Alfred Walker as Creonte 

Videmus, Inc. led by Louise 
Toppin, a member of BORN’s 
Black Opera Critical Editions 
Advisory Board, is partnering 
with Boosey & Hawkes to 
publish music by Julia Perry 

(1924–1979) including her 
opera, The Selfish Giant. A 
modernist composer, many of 
Perry’s works feature 
dissonant, extended 
harmonies, disjunct melodies, 
and innovative musical 
timbres. After the onset of the 
Civil Rights Movement she 
also incorporated influences 
from Black popular music 
such as rock and roll in pieces 
like A Suite Symphony and 
Bicentennial Reflections 

https://www.trilogyaoc.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1SVy1qEpYK8
https://www.santafeopera.org/whats-on/die-walkure-2025/
https://global.oup.com/academic/product/postcolonial-opera-9780197749210?q=Postcolonial%20Opera:%20William%20Kentridge%20and%20the%20Unbounded%20Work%20of%20Art&cc=us&lang=en
https://doi.org/10.4324/9781003246909
https://www.metopera.org/season/2025-26-season/la-sonnambula/
https://www.lyricopera.org/shows/upcoming/2025-26/medea
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